Haying been honored with an invitation (from the Council of this learned and distinguished Society,) to prepare an address upon some subject bearing upon the professional pursuits of its members on the completion of this the second anniversary of the Association, I did not, I fear, duly consider the important and responsible nature of the duty I had undertaken, in accepting this flattering mark of the confidence of your Council. When I recollect the eminent literary and scientific attainments of the individual who has preceded me in this task, I feel still more forcibly my own inability to do justice to the subject, and I am reminded of the observation of one of our English popular authors, who says, "Music, artillery, the roar 
